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Time horizon for energy 
targets

20…30%

70…80%

Merging energy efficiency targets

AND 

good air quality is  a real challenge!!
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Which European instruments for 
action?

CPD?
EPBD?
Other directives?
Other possibilities?
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CPD and EPBD

CPD – Construction Product Directive
Adopted in 1989
Focus on characterisation and free movement of 
building products but NOT on the works themselves

EPBD – Energy Performance of Buildings 
Directive
Adopted in 2002, with as ambition to be implemented in 

2006
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CPD and EPBD

CPD – Construction Product Directive
Identical methods for characterising the performances 
of building products

EPBD – Energy Performance of Buildings 
Directive

Impose minimum requirements regarding energy 
efficiency, whereby attention for indoor climate
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CPD and IAQ concerns
Essential requirement N° 3
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Objective of the EPBD

Promoting the improvement of energy performance of buildings 
within the EU through cost-effective measures, with no 
compromise to comfort and Indoor air quality.

The required measures by all Member States

Minimum requirements for new buildings and for large existing 
buildings undergoing a major renovation

Certification schemes for all buildings

Inspection & assessment of boilers and air conditioning

Apply a Methodology for integrated building energy performance  

About the EPBD
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EPBD - Methodology for the integrated
energy performance of buildings

Annex : The methodology of calculation of energy performances 
of buildings shall include at least the following aspects:

thermal characteristics of the building (shell and internal partitions, etc.). 
These characteristics may also include air-tightness;
heating installation and hot water supply, including their insulation 
characteristics;
air-conditioning installation;
ventilation;
built-in lighting installation (mainly the non-residential sector);
position and orientation of buildings, including outdoor climate;
passive solar systems and solar protection;
natural ventilation;
indoor climatic conditions, including the 
designed indoor climate.
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EPBD and inspection of installations
Inspection of boilers and air conditioning 
systems is required
It is NOT required to have inspection of 
ventilation systems!
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Recasting of the EPBD
Issues of concern, e.g. : 

Which buildings to be included?
• 1000 m² limit

Should EPBD define the minimum energy 
performances by country?
Or should it stimulate MS to pay attention to 
compliance issues, to carry out  studies about 
economic optimum, to …
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Which options for 
(New of revised) Directive?
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The EPBD Buildings Platform
The EPBD Buildings Platform is an information service
for helping the implementation of the Buildings' Directive

The Platform has been launched by the European Commission in the
frame of Intelligent Energy – Europe Programme

Period : 2006-2008

The Buildings Platform acts as the official EC information 
channel for EPBD related issues

Managed by INIVE EEIG
International Network for In formation on Ventilation and Energy
Performance, as leader of a consortium of 13 partners
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Issues of concern

How to cover IAQ in ventilation 
regulations?
How to cover IAQ in EPBD 
implementation?
Compliance?
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Indoor air quality concerns
Examples of possible actions

Objective Europe Member State
To characterise CEN testing standard -

Minimal requirements CEN product standard -

Stimulate - IAQ CEN ventilation 
standards Ventilation requirements

Stimulate – Energy EPBD and CEN Energy requirements
Impose “Healthy”

materials New directive? ?
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Compliance with regulations?
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Workshop – lessons learned…
Enormous differences between countries 
regarding national ventilation markets

Not possible to only explain by climate, buildings 
types, …

Differences are much bigger than e.g. thermal 
insulation requirements or energy 
requirements
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A new directive on IAQ?
If yes, what is the purpose of the directive : 

Impose to MS the implementation of minimum 
requirements?
Impose MS to :

• evaluate the national measures for achieving good IAQ 
in buildings

• Evaluate which additional measures are required or, if 
not, why it is not necessary to change
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Which options for 
(New of revised) Directive?
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A new directive on IAQ?
If adopted, a Concerted Action can be a very 
valuable tool
Concerted Action?

EC funded networking of delegates from MS for 
exchanging experiences and actions in order to 
accellerate the implementation of a directive and 
to limit the divergency
Exist for EPBD since 2005 

• Phase 2 - highly appreciated
Started up for ESD



Envie Conference – Brussels  17 September 2008

Conclusions - 1
There are already a whole range of legal 
instruments which could be used for stimulating 
better IAQ

CPD, EPBD
National ventilation and energy regulations

Most of these instruments don’t pay enough 
attention to the IAQ issues
Major implementation challenges

Compliance of regulations
Performances during lifetime
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Conclusions - 2
Which possibilities for achieving 
improvements?

New directive?
Refinement of present European instruments?
Awareness and support actions for effective 
implementation by Member States?
…
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Conclusions - 3
If a new Directive :

What should be the focus?
A concerted Action might be a very efficient 
support measure


